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A bright tomorrow
Igniting change. Building conﬁdence. Growing leaders.
By Janet Walker and David Ross
“I am told there is a proverbial phrase
among the Inuit: ‘A long time ago in
the future.’ Let the children see our
history and maybe it will help to shape
the future.” – The Right Honourable
Roméo LeBlanc

T

wenty years ago, the Governor
General’s Awards for Excellence
in Teaching Canadian History were
established by Governor General
Roméo LeBlanc to recognize Canada’s
exemplary teachers who are leaders in
the classroom.
Over the years, the program has
grown to include award-winning educators in popular media and in scholarly research, as well as museum professionals and community volunteers
who work tirelessly to show Canadians that history is far more than just
names and dates, or a single narrative.
This steadily growing cohort of his-
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tory role models – teachers, writers,
scholars, and curators – now numbers
more than 160 exceptional leaders.
Their work is inspiring change, building confidence, and nurturing new
generations of storytellers.
These history educators remind us
that it is crucial to consider diverse
perspectives, analyze cause and con-

sequences, and to gain a deeper
understanding of historical events
and symbols through active engagement with primary source evidence.
As Peter Seixas, the education and
history scholar notes: “Who tells the
story, why the story is told, to whom
it is told, when it’s told — these and
many other factors shape and inﬂu-

ence stories about the past.”
In the months ahead, Canadians will
mark 150 years of Confederation. As
we prepare for this major milestone,
these educators are helping encourage a dialogue that navigates diverse
perspectives – especially Indigenous
perspectives on both Confederation
and issues surrounding reconciliation.
Last week, during the ninth Canada’s History Forum – which was held
in conjunction with the Governor
General’s History Awards – we were
reminded of the need to consider
multiple perspectives on the past. The
theme of the forum was “Engaging
Authentic Indigenous Histories,” and
we were fortunate to be joined by a
number of exceptional Indigenous
educators and scholars.
The event was organized by Canada’s History Society and the National
Centre for Truth and Reconciliation
(NCTR). Ry Moran, executive director
of the NCTR and a recent appointee to

the Board of Canada’s National History
Society, encouraged participants to
“look into the shadows of our country’s history and ﬁnd the Indigenous
voices that have been waiting so long
to be heard.”
“Fortunately, while the past may be
written in stone, the future remains
ours to create,” Moran said.
“Truth is what inspires our future.”

Ont., Holly Richard’s students gained
a deeper awareness of the connections between the history and culture
of Canada’s First Nations, Métis, and
Inuit peoples. A variety of teaching
endeavors included student-led workshops on the legacy of the residential
school system, and the publication and
distribution of a magazine connecting
the history of indigenous peoples with
issues faced today. The activities are
part of a program called “Reconciliation
in Action,” which includes a federally funded youth exchange between
students from the Durham Region and
First Nations communities.

EXPERIENCES CANADA AWARD
While teaching at École Lakeview
in Saskatoon last year, Kirsten Riebot
organized an exchange with students
in Quebec that would not only help to
improve their second-language skills,
but also allow them to see and experience the history and culture of Saskatchewan. Visiting students went to
some of the top historic sites, including
the Moose Jaw Tunnels and the RCMP
Museum. A highlight of the week-long
trip was a visit to Wanuskewin First
Nation, where students participated in
a survival program and learned about
traditional medicines, edible plants and
Powwow dancing.

Janet Walker is the president and
CEO and David Ross is the chair of
Canada’s History Society.
The 2016 Canada’s History Forum
can be viewed in full at
CanadasHistory.ca/HistoryForum.
This content was produced
by The Globe and Mail’s advertising
department. The Globe’s editorial
department was not involved
in its creation.
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Creativity connects
past to present
Teachers guide students to see different perspectives
At Toronto’s Havergal College, an
independent girls’ school in Toronto,
teachers Lori Buchanan and Adam
Pounder asked students to connect
their individual family histories to key
moments from Canada’s past. Students
used old family photographs, and the
experiences of their relatives, and connected them with scholarly sources.
The project allowed students to see and
appreciate different perspectives from
the past and tackle important questions such as “What is a nation?” and
“How was Canadian identity built?”
As a result, the project helped each
student develop her own deﬁnition of
nationhood.
At the start of the school year at Sussex Middle School in New Brunswick,
teachers Brian Clancy, Catherine Morneault, and Lisa Sheppard presented
their Grade 6 French immersion students with a challenge: “How can we
collaboratively teach our community
about the Canadian experience at Vimy
Ridge and do something awesome in
the process?” In response, the students
developed a collection of short essays
to commemorate the 100th anniversary
of the 1917 battle. Each student then
wrote a one-page essay detailing a
particular Vimy experience. The result
was a 75-page travelling history lesson
that promotes Vimy 100.
Grade 10 students at A.N. Myer Secondary School and Westlane Secondary
School in Niagara Falls, Ont., are taught
history through the lens of Canada’s
indigenous peoples. Teachers Elizabeth Freeman-Shaw and Sarah Murdoch use a critical-thinking approach
that explores Canada’s decisions and
policies relating to indigenous peoples.
Using the stained-glass window at the
Parliament Buildings in Ottawa, which
commemorates the legacy of Canada’s
residential schools, students are also
asked to depict the next steps towards
a more fair and equitable relationship
with Canada’s First Nations peoples.
As part of the HerStory project, Grade
12 students at The Bishop Strachan
School in Toronto studied the efforts
of women who served their country
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during the First World War. Teacher
Rita Gravina and teacher-archivist Catherine Pfaff asked students to create a
video narrative of former students of
the school including: Mary Plummer,
who organized the distribution of care
packages to the troops; Lena Ashwell,
who provided them with theatrical
entertainment; and nurse Ainslie St.
Clair Dagg, who died of Spanish inﬂuenza shortly after the end of the war.
Students wrote their scripts by poring
through the school’s archives as well
as old newspapers, photographs, and
war service records from Library and
Archives Canada.
To celebrate the 60th anniversary of

École Ste- Thérèse-de-l’Enfant-Jésus in
St-Jérôme, Que., Geneviève Marois’
students held an exhibition showcasing
their school’s history. In-depth research
came from a variety of sources, and
was used in creative elements including an interactive timeline, skit, movie,
and dance. Another group of students
participated in the project by creating
an interactive map of St-Jérôme featuring a photo of historic sites, each with
a QR code used to listen to information
recorded by the students. The map
was presented to the local council and
shared with an English class in British
Columbia.
At Brooklin High School in Brooklin,
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